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stirring up the working-classes to insist on parliamentary
representation as a cure for all their sufferings (§ 269). More-
over, manufacturers, merchants, professional men, and all who
were thriving on the Industrial Revolution, felt more and more
how unjust it was that the landowners should monopolise
political power.
In 1830 the tidal wave which had long been gathering weight
came to a head. The death of George IV in that year removed
from the scene an implacable opponent of reform ; and his
brother, who succeeded him as William IV, was inclined to pose
as a " reformer." Moreover, when the Duke made a statement
of his policy to the first Parliament of the reign, he expressed
himself so strongly against the smallest alteration in " our
matchless Constitution " that some of the younger members of
his Ministry resigned and went over to the Opposition. Such
men as Lord Palmerston and Lord Melbourne were not very
enthusiastic about " reform " for its own sake, but they felt
that it was folly to try to withstand public opinion on the
subject.
The Wellington Government, already weakened by its sur-
render over Catholic Emancipation, could not stand this second
shock. The Duke resigned, and old King William sent for
Lord Grey, the leader of the Whigs, to form a Government.
The sixty years of Tory rule had come to an end at last!
§ 280. the great reform bill.—Of course, the first use
the Whigs made of their power was to bring in a Reform Bill
(April 1831). After a long and animated debate, the House of
Commons rejected it by a majority of eight. Thereupon Lord
Grey dissolved Parliament, and there followed the most exciting
General Election in all our history.1 Naturally, the borough-
owners made the most desperate efforts to defeat the Whigs,
but they were overwhelmed by the passionate determination of
the nation in favour of " The Bill, the whole Bill, and nothing
but the Bill! " Every constituency in which the voting was at
1 This is graphically depicted in Stanley Weyman's Chipping*.

